
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
1. Approve the application form for Brownfield Area designation requests and authorize the
Planning and Development Director to modify and update the application form on an as 
needed basis, and authorize the Planning and Development Director to conduct a fee 
assessment study associated with processing a Brownfield Area designation request; or

2. Deny the application form and fee assessment study for Brownfield Area designation 
requests; or

3. Continue the item until a time and date certain.

BACKGROUND:

The Brownfields Redevelopment Act was created to enable the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP) and other agencies to assist in the reduction of public health 
and environmental hazards on existing commercial and industrial sites.  The elimination of 
environmental contamination is the cornerstone of the Brownfield Redevelopment Program, 
redevelopment and reuse of land is the ultimate goal.  The reuse of commercial and industrial 
lands is an important component of sound land use policy for productive urban purposes and 
to assist in preventing sprawl.  Furthermore, redevelopment helps contain public costs
associated with installing new water, sewer, and transportation infrastructure.

The Brownfield Redevelopment Program is governed by Florida Statutes 376.78-.875, as 
amended. Brownfields are abandoned, idled, or underused properties where expansion, 
reuse, or redevelopment may be complicated by real or perceived environmental 
contamination.  Brownfields do not necessarily have to be contaminated.  It is an incentive-
driven program with financial enticement for redevelopment and liability relief when cleaning
up any discovered contamination.  A Brownfield designation opens the door to federal, state, 
and local incentives that might not otherwise be available, including job creation bonuses.  A 
brief outline of Brownfield Program benefits is included in the attached brochure. Also outlined 
in the brochure is a flow-chart outlining the Brownfield Program Process.  

The initial step in the Brownfield Redevelopment Program is for the local government with 
jurisdiction over the proposed Brownfield Area to designate the property a Brownfield Area for 
rehabilitation.  This designation is adopted by the local government in the form of a resolution.  
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The designation of a Brownfield Area enables:  

l The person responsible for Brownfield Site rehabilitation to negotiate a Brownfield Site 
Rehabilitation Agreement (BSRA) with the FDEP.  

l The Brownfield Area to qualify for certain economic incentives such as a bonus refund 
for job creation and a sales tax credit on building materials.   

Seminole County has no financial obligation as a result of an approval of a Brownfield Area
designation.  Brownfield Area benefits are administered by Enterprise Florida, Inc.  In cases 
where a Brownfield Site Rehabilitation Agreement (BSRA) is negotiated with the FDEP, all 
BSRA benefits (i.e., dealing with environmental rehabilitation) are administered by the FDEP.  
Staff is recommending that the Board approve a uniform and standardized approach in dealing 
with individual (i.e., non-administrative) requests for Brownfield Designation. For this purpose, 
an application form was constructed for Board review and approval.  

In addition, Staff is requesting authorization to conduct a fee assessment study associated 
with Brownfield Area designation requests.  This fee assessment study will determine whether
future requests for Brownfield Area designation should be assessed a fee to offset staff review 
and materials costs. The Planning and Development Department is currently involved in a fee 
assessment study, and if authorized by the Board, Brownfield Designation requests can be 
included in the study that is already in process.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends the Board approve the application form for Brownfield Area designation 
requests and authorize the Planning and Development Director to modify and update the
application form on an as needed basis, and authorize the Planning and Development Director 
to conduct a fee assessment study associated with processing a Brownfield Area designation
request.   

ATTACHMENTS:

1. FDEP Brownfields Redevelopment Program Brochure
2. Seminole County Application for Brownfield Area Designation
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FLORIDA 

7 BROWNFIELDS 
REDEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES 

Brownfield site means real property, the expansion, redevelopment or reuse of which may be 
complicated by actual or perceived environmental contamination. 376.79(3), F.S. 

Brownfield area means a contiguous area of one or more brownfield sites, some of which may 
not be contaminated, and which has been designated by a local government by resolution. Such 
areas may include all or portions of community redevelopment areas, enterprise zones, 
empowerment zones, other such designated economically deprived communities and areas, and 
Environmental Protection Agency-designated brownfield pilot projects. 376.79(4), F.S. 
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BROWNFIELD PROGRAM TERMS 

Responsible Person-Person Re- 
sponsible for Brownfield Site Reha- 
bilitation or PRFBSR 

Agreement-Brownfield Site Reha- 
bilitation Agreement or BSRA 

NFA--No Further Action (i.e., Site 
Rehabilitation Completion Order or 
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BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM BENEFITS 
- 

Brownfield Area Designation 

Bonus refund for job creation-up to $2,500 per job 
Loan guarantees for primary lenders 

+ Up to 50% on all sites 
+ Up to 75% when end use is affordable housing 

Sales tax credit on building materials 
Brownfield area benefits administered by Enterprise Florida, Inc. 

Brownfield Site Rehabilitation Agreement 

All benefits of Brownfield Area 
Regulatory framework for cleanup (Chapter 62-785, F.A.C.) 

0 Dedicated staff-expedited technical review 
Liability protection 
Tax credits 

+ Florida corporate income tax 
+ Credits may be transferred one time 

Brownfield Site Rehabilitation Agreement benefits administered by 
DEP 

Summary of Available Tax Credits 

Tax Credit Type Application Maximum Credit for Costs Incurred after 
Frequency 6/30/06 = 

Site Rehabilitation Annually 50% $500,000 

No Further Action Once (i.e. SRCO) 25% $500,000 

Affordable Housing Once 25% $500,000 

Solid Waste 
(Removal, Transport, Once 50% $500,000 
and Disposal) 
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